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CARD SUPPLYING AND STORAGE SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] This invention is directed to a card dispensing and storage system and, more 
particularly, to an index card dispensing and storage system. 

[0002] Index cards are useful items typically used in the home, classroom or office 
environments for various note taking and display purposes. Index cards typically are generally 
flat and have a front and a back surface on which a user can write or post various indicia. The 
relatively small dimensions of index cards may make them a nuisance to carry and store and they 
may easily be misplaced or lost. 

[0003] Accordingly, there is a need for index cards that may easily be stored, thereby 
minimizing the risk of loss. Further, there is a need for a method for storing index cards that 
allows a user to easily access the index cards while storing them in a readily accessible location. 

SUMMARY 

[0004] The present invention is a system for supplying and storing index cards in which the 
cards can be easily stored and accessed. In one embodiment, the system includes at least one 
storage sheet having at least one pocket, at least one supply sheet having at least one index card 
formed therein and detachable therefrom, and a binding mechanism that binds the storage sheet 
and the supply sheet together. 

[0005] In another embodiment the present invention is a method for assembling an index card 
storage system including the steps of providing at least one storage sheet having at least one 
pocket, providing at least one supply sheet that includes at least one index card formed therein 
and detachable therefrom, and binding the storage sheet and supply sheet together with a binding 
mechanism. 

[0006] In yet another embodiment, the invention is a method for storing index cards including 

providing a system including at least one storage sheet having at least one pocket, at least one 
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supply sheet having at least one index card formed therein and detachable therefrom, and a 
binding mechanism binding the at least one storage sheet and the at least one supply sheet 
together. The method further includes detaching the at least one index card from the supply 
sheet and storing the index card in the at least one pocket. 

[0007] Other objects and advantages of the present invention will be apparent from the 
following description, the accompanying drawings and the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0008] The invention can be understood with reference to the following drawings. In the 
drawings, like reference numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the several views. 
Also, the components in the drawings are not necessarily to scale. 

[0009] Fig. 1 is a top view of a storage sheet of the present invention with the flaps in the 
closed position; 

[0010] Fig. 2 is a top view of the storage sheet in Fig. 1 with the flaps in the open position; 
[0011] Fig. 3 is a top view of a supply sheet of the present invention; 

[0012] Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of the storage sheet of Fig. 1 and supply sheet of Fig. 
3 bound in a notebook; 

[0013] Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of the notebook of Fig. 4 with an index card detached 
from the supply sheet; and 

[0014] Fig. 6 is a partial side cross section of the storage sheet of Fig. 1, taken along line 6-6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0015] With reference to Figs. 4 and 5, the system 8 of the present invention includes a storage 
sheet 10, a supply sheet 50, and a binding mechanism 95 binding the storage sheet 10 and supply 
sheet 50 together. As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the storage sheet 10 is generally rectangular in 
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shape and may be made of a transparent polymeric material The storage sheet 10 includes a first 
pocket 15 and a second pocket 20 located along a bottom edge of the storage sheet 10. The 
storage sheet 10 includes a number of holes 25 positioned along an inner or binding edge 30 
thereof. 

[0016] As shown in Fig. 6, storage sheet 10 includes a front piece of material 12 and a back 
piece of material 13 which define the pockets 15, 20 therebetween. The front piece of material 
12 and back piece of material 13 together define a front flap 17. The front flap 17 faces and is 
generally parallel with a piece of backing material 19. The front flap 17 and piece of backing 
material 19 are joined at their bottom edges and define a panel pocket 21 therebetween. 

[0017] Returning to Fig. 1, pocket 15 is generally rectangular in shape and has a longitudinal 
axis A oriented generally perpendicular to the binding edge 30. Pocket 20 is also generally 
rectangular in shape and has a longitudinal axis B oriented generally perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis A of pocket 15 and parallel with the binding edge 30. 

[0018] Each pocket 15, 20 includes a mouth 40, 41 located between the front 12 and back 13 
pieces of material. Each pocket 15, 20 further includes a flap 35, 36, with each flap 35, 36 
having a distal end 48, 49. Each pocket 15, 20 has a generally rectangular cut-out 37, 38 (Fig. 2) 
formed in the front panel 12 of each pocket 15, 20. A lower edge of each cut-out 37, 38 is or 
defines a slit or slit edge 45, 46. Each slit edge 45, 46 extends laterally beyond the associated 
cut-out 37, 38 as a slit or cut in the front panel 12 of the associated pocket 15, 20. The storage 
sheet 10, including the front piece of material 12, back piece of material 13, and flaps 35, 36 may 
be made of a generally transparent material, and the attached figures illustrate the storage sheet 
10 as being generally transparent. 

[0019] Each slit 45, 46 is shaped and located to receive the distal end 48, 49 of a flap 35, 36 
thereunder to retain each flap 35, 36 in a closed position wherein each flap 35, 36 covers the 
associated mouth 40, 41. For example, Fig. 1 illustrates the flaps 35, 36 in their closed position 
wherein each flap 35, 36 generally cover the associated mouths 40, 41, and Fig. 2 illustrates the 
flaps 35, 36 in the open position wherein the flaps 35, 36 generally do not cover the associated 
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mouths 40, 41 . The pockets 15, 20 may be maintained with the flaps 35, 36 in the closed 
position by passing the distal ends 48, 49 of the flaps 35, 36 through the openings 37, 38 and 
through or under the slits 45, 46 such that the distal ends 48, 49 are received inside the pockets 
15,20. 

[0020] The slits 45, 46 of the pockets 15, 16 define a lip 51 having a crease 53 and a tip 54. 
The tip 54 of the lip 51 is pivotable about at the crease 53, The tip 54 may be bent outwardly 
about the crease 53 such that the tip 54 or edge of the lip 51 forms an angle 52 (see Fig. 6) with 
the plane or main body of the pockets 15, 20. The outwardly-bent nature of the lip 51 helps to 
guide the distal ends 48, 49 of the flaps under the slit edges 45, 46 to thereby allow the flaps 35, 
36 to easily be inserted under the slit edges 45, 46. 

[0021] Fig. 3 illustrates a supply sheet 50 having an inner or binding edge 70. The supply 
sheet 50 includes a number of holes 65 positioned along the binding edge 70 of the supply sheet 
50. The supply sheet 50 includes a set of tear guide lines or perforations 60 which define a set of 
index cards 55, 56. In the illustrated embodiment, the perforations 60 define three full-sized 
index card 55 and two half-size index cards 56. The index cards 55, 56 are detachable from the 
supply sheet 50 by separating the individual index cards 55, 56 at the perforations 60. The 
perforations 60 define each of the individual index cards 55, 56 in the supply sheet 50. The 
supply sheet 50 and the individual index cards 55, 56 may be comprised of a generally cellulose 
based material such as paper or cardboard. Further, the individual full size index cards 55 are 
generally rectangular in shape and may have a dimension of about 3 inches by about 5 inches, or 
about 4 inches by about 6 inches, or various other sizes. The half-size index cards 56 also may 
be generally rectangular in shape and may have a dimension of about 1.5 inches by about 2.5 
inches, or about 2 inches by about 3 inches, or various other sizes. 

[0022] With reference to Fig. 5, an individual index card 55 may be detached from the supply 
sheet 50 by tearing along the perforations 60 in the supply sheet 50. The index card 55 may then 
be placed in pocket 15 as shown in Fig. 1 . The index card 55 may be secured in the pocket 15 by 
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covering the mouth 40 of pocket 15 by flap 35 such that distal end 48 of flap 35 is received 
within the slit 45. 

[0023] Returning to Figs. 1 and 2, pocket 15 may have dimensions roughly similar to the 
dimensions of a full size index card 55 and pocket 20 may have dimensions roughly similar to 
the dimensions of a half-size index card 56 such that each of the pocket 15, 20 can closely 
receive a full size 55 and half-size 56 index card therein, respectively. When a full size index 
card 55 is closely received in pocket 15 the longitudinal axis of the index card 55 is aligned with 
the longitudinal axis A of pocket 15. Also illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 is a half-size index card 56 
closely received in pocket 20 such that the longitudinal axis of the half size index card 56 is 
aligned with the longitudinal axis B of pocket 20. If desired, a full size index card 55 may be 
stored in a vertical configuration in pocket 20. When a transparent material is used to construct 
the pockets 15, 20 and storage sheet 10, the top-most index card in the pockets 15, 20 is visible 
and when the pockets 15, 20 are empty such empty status can be easily identified. 

[0024] Referring to Fig. 4, storage sheet 10 may be bound to the supply sheet 50 by a binding 
mechanism 95 to form a notebook 100. Several supply sheets 50 and/or several storage sheets 
10 may be used in the same notebook 100 depending on the requirements of the user. The 
notebook 100 may include a front cover 80, a back cover 85 and a plurality of sheets of paper 90, 
each having a number of holes 82 positioned along a binding edge thereof. Each of the covers 
80, 85 may be made of cardboard or polymer material, and may have a thickness and/or stiffness 
greater than the sheets of paper 90. In the illustrated embodiment, the binding mechanism 95 
may be a helical coil. The storage sheet 10, supply sheet 50 and plurality of sheets of paper 90 
may be positioned between the front cover 80 and back cover 85 so that the holes 25, 65, 82 are 
aligned and receive a turn of helical coil 95 therethrough to bind the storage sheets 10, supply 
sheet 50, plurality of sheets of paper 90, front cover 80 and back cover 85 together to form a 
notebook 100. 

[0025] Alternatively, other binding mechanisms may be used in place of a helical coil 95; For 
example, the front cover 80, back cover 85, plurality of sheets of paper 90, storage sheet 10, and 
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supply sheet 50 may be bound together using a glue or adhesive binding, brackets, a stitched 
binding, a twin-wire binding, or any other binding mechanism. 

[0026] In the illustrated embodiment, the supply sheet 50 has generally the same shape as the 
storage sheet 10 and the sheets of paper 90, but has is somewhat smaller and therefore has a 
smaller size. The backing material 19 is also illustrated as having generally the same size and 
shape as the sheets of paper 90 and covers 80, 85. However, the supply sheet 50 and/or storage 
sheet 10 may also be of various other sizes and shapes, and in one embodiment are generally the 
same size and shape as the plurality of sheets of paper 90. 

[002 7J The system 8 of the present invention enables index cards 55 to be easily stored in the 
index card storage sheet 50 and detached when necessary. Binding the storage sheet 10 and 
supply sheet 50 together with the front cover 80, back cover 85 and plurality of sheets of paper 
90 to form a notebook 100 minimizes the risk that index card 55 will be misplaced. Once the 
index cards 55 have been detached from index card storage sheet 50, they may be placed in the 
pockets 15, 20 of the storage sheet 10 so that they are not lost. 

[0028] The storage sheet 10 and supply sheet 50 may each include three binding holes 105 
positioned along the respective binding edges 30, 70, as shown in Fig. 3. The three binding 
holes 105 allow a user to place the storage sheet 10 and supply sheet 50 into a three-ring binder, 
such that the three-ring binder acts as a binding mechanism. 

[0029] Although the invention is shown and described with respect to certain embodiments, it 
is obvious that equivalents and modifications will occur to those skilled in the art upon reading 
and understanding the specification. The present invention includes all such equivalents and 
modifications and is limited only by the scope of the claims. 



What is claimed is: 



